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[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Session 1: How We Got the Bible

Canon (Greek – Measuring Rod): official, closed collection of sacred books

2 Views:
1. The Bible has authority because other people attributed that authority to it

2. The Scriptures have inherent authority that has been recognized

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]The Old Testament Canon
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Written between 1400BC – 430BC

Canon was completed when the book of Malachi was completed

Moses wrote down the oral traditions passed down. 

God confirmed and revealed His word to Moses on Mt. Sinai
(The Law, Pentateuch, The first 5 Books)

Other authors recorded History, Wisdom, and Prophets

There was a process by which writings were considered Scripture.

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’ And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ – when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

By the time of Christ, the OT Canon was set.
Christ and Apostles affirmed the authority of the OT. 

The New Testament Canon
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Written between 40AD – 90AD. Started with the Gospel of Mark and ended with Revelation
Revelation 22:18-19 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

NT affirms and quotes OT
Apostles sight each other’s writings and refer to them as Scripture.
Epistles have a universal authority

[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Post-Apostolic, early church fathers: Clement, Ignatius, Irenaeus, Eusebius (Father of Church History)

You can reconstruct the entire 27 books of the NT with the quotes from the early church fathers.

Books that were accepted, debated, and rejected. How?
· Did it have Apostolic authority?
· Does it align with established doctrine?
· Evidence of prophecy / inspiration?
· Did the early church fathers consider it Scripture?

First Time NT list appears: 367AD Athanasius, Easter Letter listed all 27 books of the NT

God had His word written and recognized

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

The Apocrypha
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8]
Apocrypha: hidden, to hide, false

Reasons Books Were Rejected:
· Not affirmed by Jesus or Apostles
· Not affirmed by Jews or part of their cannon
· Not historically accurate
· Contradicts established Scripture
· False authorship

Church-Wide council never affirmed any part of apocrypha until the Council of Trent in 1546 in response to Protestant Reformation.

Catholic Apocryphal Books: 1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, Additions to Esther, 1 Macabees, 2 Macabees, Tobias, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, Epistle of Jeremiah, Susanna, Prayer of Azariah, Prayer of Manasseh, Bel and the Dragon, Laodiceans.

Historically important, but not Scripture: Book of Jasher, 1-4 Maccabees, Book of Enoch

Heresy, false, reverse plagiarism: Gospel of Thomas, Phillip, and Judas, many others.

Warning: 
Apocryphal books are not evil or bad, but they are NOT Scripture. You need to know what you are reading and where it came from. We are not called to blind faith, but to reason, use discernment, test, study, investigate.

1 Peter 3:15 Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect

Read the confirmed truth before you start investigating confirmed lies. Genesis 3 – The Lord is not withholding anything from you. Read His word first, then, if you have time and the desire, look into these lesser books with caution, discernment, and understanding.

That’s how we got the 66 books.

How do we know that it’s accurate and true to the original text?

Manuscript evidence – over 5,000 manuscripts
Dead Sea Scrolls
Any supposed changes, additives, or omissions, negligible

Only debated portion of the NT: Mark 16:9-20
· Probably a scribal addition
· Non-contradictory
· Accepted by early church fathers as Scripture

Shakespear Romeo & Juliet 1595 (430 years ago) less than 500 manuscripts and they vary greatly some include a whole other act.

Next Time: Bible Translations
Session 2: Bible Interpretation 

Context, Context, Context

Ask of the book and the passage: Who, What, When, Where, Why, How

Verse Context 
Verses before and 
The whole chapter

Chapter Context
	Chapters before and after
	The whole book

Book Context
	Who wrote it
	Who is its intended audience
	When was it written
	Why was it written
	What type of book is it
	What was going on historically
	What Epoch or Era did it belong to

Epochs – Dispensations – Time Periods
1. Garden
2. Fall / Lawless period
3. Patriarchs
Slavery
Exodus
4. Law
Wilderness
Conquest
Promised Land
Judges
Kings
Divided Kingdom
Captivity
Return

5. Silent Years

6. Intertestamental Period
	John the Baptist
	Jesus
	
7. Grace / Church Age
		Pentecost
		Apostolic Age (Acts)
		Anti-Nicaean Fathers
		303AD Constantine, Edict of Milan

8. Tribulation
Rapture
Antichrist

9. 1,000 year Reign
	
10.  New Heaven / New Earth

Progressive Revelation
Does not contradict what has already been said, but builds upon it.

1 Corinthians 3:10-11 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 28:9-10 Whom will he teach knowledge? And whom will he make to understand the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just drawn from the breasts? For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.

God wants to grow us up into spiritual maturity through His word.

1 John 2:12-14
I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake. 
I write to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the wicked one.
I write to you, little children, because you have known the Father. 
I have written to you, fathers, because you have known Him who is from the beginning. 
I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the wicked one.

1 Corinthians 4:15 For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers

How do we become spiritual fathers?

1. Be a Child
Matthew 18:3 unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Humility
Trust
Repentance
Dependance

2. Be a Son
Luke 2:49 I must be about My Father’s business
Grow in the word (study, discipline)
Engage in spiritual warfare
Overcome

3. Know the Father
Malachi 4:5-6 I will send you Elijah… and he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers
Know God
Get His heart
Seek souls and sons

Matthew 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 Peter 3:18 Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


