MOV 6.27.2026 Foundation for Biblical Interpretation: The Image of God

Mission:
To encourage men to walk in their Kingdom identity so that the church 
may be strong and effective.

Vision:
To cultivate a Christ-centered community of Kingdom men through mentoring, study of the Bible, and outreach events that are specific to biblical masculinity.

MOV Scripture:
Judges 6:12,14  The Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor! … Go in this might of yours…”

1 & 2. Introduction 
3. How We Got the Bible
4. Apocrypha
5. Translations
6. Foundation for Biblical Interpretation: The Image of God

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in Our image, in Our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

We were made in the Image of God – to be like Him. To be re-imagers in the earth. I look at the Roberts boys and there is no doubt who their father is. Why? Because they look just like him… minus the beard.

Genesis 1:27 So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created them.

Genesis 2:25 They were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed

Fully secure, fully free, fully exposed with nothing to hide, they were safe, seen and accepted.
All that changed at the Fall.

Genesis 2:17 Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.

Genesis 3:7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.

They were seen and rejected. Their sin exposed and they were ashamed.
They used what they could to try and hide. Fig leaves. They traded the incorruptible image of God for rotting vegetation – the eternal work of God for the fleeting work of their own hands.

They didn’t just loose the Garden and eternal life, they lost the image of God.

Genesis 3:21 Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.

Revelation 3:17-18 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’ – and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked – I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see.

Revelation 3 is the reversal of Genesis 3. 

1 John 3:8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

John 1:10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

We rejected God as our father and stopped looking like Him. We took after the enemy with deceit, profanity, perversion, and pride. In our rebellion, we were no longer imagers of God, but imagers of the enemy. 

Jesus came to show us the error of our ways, and make a path back home to Father’s house so that we can look like Him once again.

Revelation 3:19-20 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Matthew 18:3 Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

God, through Jesus and His work on the cross, removes the curse of sin, and restores us as His children – to be His image bearers once again. 

* Prodigal Son

1 John 2:12-14 I write to you, little children… young men… fathers…

Spiritual growth – reclaiming the image of God

1 Peter 2:9-10 You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.

2 Corinthians 5:20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ

Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we… beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

You become what you behold

Glory: The attributes of God on display. Heaven breaking out on the earth. The image of God revealed.

Interpreting Scripture is about revealing the glory, and therefore, the image of God.

Next Time: Let Scripture Interpret Scripture

